Minutes

Northwest Rowing Council

General Membership Meeting

November 9, 2008

NWRC Board Members present

Kathy McCormack

Jason Coffman

Jenny Simon

Greg King

Karyn Crouthamel

Member Organizations Represented:

(Some people represented more than one group, and I know that several people were there but did not sign this list, so there are probably more who are not on the list.)

Mount Baker:  Jason Coffman

PVRA:  Lynn Shannon

North Cascades Crew:  Fleming Brainerd, Ann Robinson

Holy Names Academy:  Caitlin McClain, Rome Ventura

Lake Union Crew:  Conal Groom, Rome Ventura

Lake Oswego Community Rowing:  Patrick Harbison, Robin Bramsen

USRowing:  James Rawson

Green Lake Crew:  Coby Stites, Jason Frisk, Ed Maxwell

Vancouver Lake Crew:  Bill Kalenius, Anita Roberts

Commencement Bay Rowing Club:  James Blankenship

Lake Stevens Rowing Club:  Brian Wagner, Kendra Bodhaine

Orcas Island Rowing Club:  Tina Brown

Ancient Mariners:  George Woodworth, Bill Anderson

Station L:  Penny Luong

Northwest Adaptive Rowing:  Molly Murdock-Baird, Steve Baird

Pocock Rowing foundation:  Bill Pickard

Sammamish Rowing Association:  Sarah Low, Courtney Moeller, Greg King, Marcy 
Chartier, Tony Andrews

Bainbridge Island Rowing:  Barbara Engel, Linda Desrosiers, Catherine Kolb, Allison 
Olanie, Morgan Seeley

Lake Washington Rowing Club/Lakeside:  Conor Bullis

1.1 Agenda was approved with the addition of a discussion of proposed sites for a FISA-quality course.

1.2  Minutes approved contingent on a 10-day period for members not present at meeting to make additions or corrections.

1.3  The treasurer was not present. There is $15,749.00 in the NWRC account. The total includes a grant payout of $2,500.00 to Rainier Valley Rowing and also includes funds collected from USRowing.

1.4 Board reports that it started the grant program with the award to Rainier Valley Rowing. The board hopes to encourage outreach and to help expand rowing activities through encouraging startup organizations.  The board is also considering reducing its size, from seven to five members. It would like to focus more on activities that will directly benefit the region.
2 USRowing Reports

2.2 Tom Fuller is to send an email report on USRowing activities.

2.3 The Referee Commission reports that there are a total of 41 licensed referees in the area. Bob Cummins requests that suggestions be forwarded to him.

2.4 ID Camps: Jr Women’s activity will probably be similar to last year. The USRowing web site is likely the best source of information.
Conducting USRowing business has been problematic because all of its committees need to have athlete members added to conform to the new bylaws. 
3 Active Business

3.1 Regional Championship bid packets are available.

Junior Regionals will be May 15-17.


Masters Regionals will be June 19-21 or 26-28.

3.2 Please send in dates for the regional calendar as soon as possible.

Rome said Lake Union may host a “Henley style” regatta on the Sunday (3/22) following the Green Lake Spring Regatta.

3.3 Coach Mentoring: Karyn reported that she did a training program for learn-to-row on Bainbridge Island. She needs committee volunteers. Alaska may be requesting help for training. Program handouts are available on the web.

3.4-3.5  Grant program: The maximum grant that the board can make without further input from the membership is $2,500.

3.6 Area award nominations are open. There was a reminder that local member organizations vote on awards, not individuals.

3.7 The board feels that, although the NW Awards Dinner is a good thing, it shouldn’t be their responsibility to run. It was suggested that the dinner be held in Portland the weekend of February 7.

3.8  Regatta Box is in Portland, and hasn’t been getting much use. Members are reminded that it’s really five boxes that make up a full pickup load.

3.8.1 There are three sites in Washington that have support for creating FISA-level race courses. These efforts are very expensive and need help. Interested volunteers should check the Pocock Center web site for information.

3.9  Elections: Jenny Simon is leaving to take a new position at UC Berkeley this spring. Conal Groom was elected  as the open representative and Patrick Harbeson was elected as an al-large representative

The current board is:
Jason Coffman – Junior Representative
Tom Fuller – At-Large, ex officio
Conal Groom – Open Representative
Patrick Harbison – At-large
Kathy McCormack – Masters Representative
Jody Wilhelm – At-large
Vacant – Collegiate Representative

4.1 Send in those calendar and web site updates.
4.2 Next meeting will follow Ergomania on January 31.
Big thanks to Morgan Seeley
